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Welcome to this, the first edition of Snippets, the quarterly newsletter of the Northern Sunshine Coast and Hinterland Region of the Australian Sewing Guild since the formation of the new Pomona neighbourhood group.   The long term members of the Tewantin group (some of whom have been members for 11 years),  extend a very warm welcome to all the new members of the Guild who attend either Pomona or Tewantin meetings.  

As there are now so many new members and as this is the first Regional newsletter for 2008 we’ve decided an explanation of the structure of the Guild is in order.
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The Australian Sewing and Creative Textile Guild as it was then known, was formed about 11 years ago.  It was established by people concerned by the down grading of textile courses in schools and TAFE colleges, with the aim of ensuring that the art of sewing does not die.  Its focus is mainly sewing by machine.  It’s stated objectives are:

· To share and further the growth of the art of sewing.  

· To bring sewers together and encourage the establishment of sewing groups, 

· To encourage and maintain a high standard of craftsmanship.

It is a national not for profit organisation, similar to one that has been operating for some time in America.  Made up of enthusiastic people, with varying skills from the novice to the specialist, neighbourhood groups meet regularly throughout the country.  

Members of the Guild can attend any neighbourhood group, some very keen members even make a point of attending neighbourhood group meetings when they are in the vicinity and on holidays!  A list of all the neighbourhood groups in Australia and their meting date and time is published in the national newsletter.
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Run completely by volunteers, there are three tiers within the Guild.  The National Board is the policy making body.  It is made up of an Executive Committee and State Liaison Officers.  It meets monthly.  It ensures that all legislative requirements are attended to, maintains the Australia wide membership list, distributes a quarterly newsletter, and organises National Conventions, and other activities.  

At the other end are the local neighbourhood groups.  This is where most of the Guild's activities are undertaken.  Local groups hold informal meetings or get togethers where in a friendly social environment, members bring their projects and sewing machines, swap ideas, learn from each other, and sometimes a specialist teacher.
In the middle is the Region.  These are more formal than Neighbourhood Groups.  They are required to open and maintain a bank account, produce quarterly newsletters, organise at least two special events each year, and report to the State Liaison Officer any items they believe need to be attended to by the Board.  They are required to hold formal Annual General Meetings, complete with nominations for the executive committee, and provide a financial report to the Board.  Generally speaking there are two or more neighbour groups in each region.
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New members pay $45.00 and renewing members $40 per year.  The additional amount covers the administrative costs of setting up each new membership.  $30 per member is kept by the National Board for the production of the National newsletter, and all other administrative aspects of its work, including Australia wide insurance for all Guild meetings.  The remaining $10 per member is sent back to local members, via the regional treasurer.  This amount is to assist the regions to organise at least two special events each year, the production of a quarterly newsletter, and any other activities the regional members agree upon.  Regions are determined by the residential post code of each member. 
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The first regional group in the Sunshine Coast was administered by the Mooloolah Group which is where the first neighbourhood group in the region was formed.  In 1999 it moved to Tewantin and in 2005 was abandoned.  It reconvened again in 2006, as the Northern Sunshine Coast and Hinterland Region.  The areas it covers are the post codes for Yandina, Eumundi, Cooroy, Mudjimba, Boreen Point, Noosaville, Noosa Heads, Pomona, Cooran, Gympie, Kin Kin, Sunshine Beach, Mt Coolum, Peregian Beach  and Kenilworth.


The Executive Committee is made up of a regional organiser and treasurer and the leaders of each neighbourhood group within the region.    

All office bearers on the Board and all positions in the Guild are voluntary, and all members are welcome to nominate for any of the positions within the structure of the Guild.  In fact some of those who have been doing their jobs for a long time would be delighted if someone would nominate for their position.  So if one of you new members would like to, don’t be shy about putting your name forward.     


One of the very early decisions made when the Tewantin group took over administering the region was the creation of a Library.  Housed at the hall in Tewantin, Pomona members are welcome to make use of this library.  It has an extensive collection of books on sewing including a complete set of the Singer Sewing books, the Kwik Sew Books and Australian Stitches and Machine Embroidery Magazines.  There are also a number of Perpetual Patterns and a range of special tools, and other sewing related items. 
To access this library, Pomona members are welcome to come to the Masonic Hall on the last Saturday of the month which is when the Tewantin Group meets.  Vera Mark our Librarian, will show you how to go about it.  Normally people borrow items one month and return them the next, but there are no hard and fast rules in this regard.  An item which maybe of interest to the Pomona group is a DVD of the Sure-Fit pattern making system.  This was given to the Library on loan by Iris McCathie, the Tewantin group’s excellent publicity officer.

SATURDAY 22nd March – Pomona NG meeting.  Details below
SATURDAY 29th March –   Bus trip – a Regional Special event.  Ring Barbara to make your booking. Bus leaves Harbour Town at 8.30 a.m., Cooroy at 9.00 a.m. and Landsborough service station.  Will return around 4.00 p.m.  Cost -  $10 members, $12.00 non members.
WEDNESDAY 23rd  April, 

Knitwit show at the Comfort Inn, Northgate, Brisbane.
This is a mail order shop specialising in knit fabrics.  When I came back from overseas in 2006 there were hardly any good quality knit fabrics in the local stores, so I signed up to this shop, and have bought some very good quality Australian made knit materials.  

 The owner, Wendy Gager visits each state once or twice a year and conducts three or four fashion parades at different times during the days when she is in town.  The parades consist of garments she has made in a range of knit fabrics – some of which are made in Australia as well as some gorgeous imports.  

If you are looking for good ideas to make comfortable clothes that look good on ordinary people and not just tall skinny models, you may find these parades interesting.

SATURDAY 26th April – Tewantin NG Meeting.  Details below.  

30th April – 4th May

Stitches and Craft Show, Brisbane.

Queensland members of the Guild have made all the garments for one of the fashion parades at this year’s show.  Brother provided the machines, materials and patterns, and about 12 members mainly from Brisbane made the garments.   

Mary took a young friend who wants to be a dress designer to the initial meeting and they made two garments.  Anita’s is a very stylish black dress with a stand out collar which she enhanced with red machine embroidery.  Mary’s is a bright red swing skirt.  Brenda, the marketing manager at Brother had the material which she had bought at the David Jones Elizabeth Street store.  Maryjust had to do it because it reminded her of a similar skirt  she had made in the 1960 with material bought at the same place.  She used to wear it with a black knit top with a scoop neckline bound with satin biased binding and black patent leather pointed toe, shoes with thin stiletto heels. A bouffant hairdo completed the outfit!

SATURDAY 31st May

The Annual General Meeting of the NSC&H Region will be held on Saturday 31st May, 2008 at the Masonic Lodge Hall, Moorindil Street, Tewantin at 12.00 noon.  The positions, Regional Organiser, Newsletter Editor, and Regional Treasurer, are the positions which will fall vacant at that time.  If you would like to nominate for these positions you can do so by speaking to your neighbourhood group leader or contacting either Mary or Elizabeth, the present incumbents

13 – 15 June Weekend Retreat at Bribie Island – organised by the Brisbane Region

Ring Louise Thorsen (07) 3284 7187 for details.
The Brisbane Region held a similar retreat in 2007 which Annette Mole attended.  She thoroughly enjoyed it and said she is definitely going again.

The suggestion has been made that the NSC&H region members might like to do a  special project such as the Converta Tote Bag.  This is a bag that unfolds to reveal a cushion plus two side flaps with lots of pockets which is fantastic for storing all your sewing tools.  The pattern for this was donated to the Regional Library by Judy Hall from Punch with Judy, when she ran a two day workshop at Tewantin a few years ago.  Some of the Tewantin group members have made it and find it very convenient.

16th AUGUST  - NSC& H Region Special Event at POMONA.

The wonderfully talented Carolyn Lorking will demonstrate the amazing things sewers can do with the different feet that come with their sewing machines.   She will also include some fancy stitching with twin needles, wing needles and embroidery threads. 

The event will be held at the Pomona State High school, Summit Road, Pomona, the meeting place of the Pomona NG.
28th September – 4th October – NATIONAL CONVENTION.
The Guild’s National Convention will be held in Brisbane this year at Marist College Ashgrove.  Forms and information available on the website www.aussew.org.au 



POMONA GROUP MEETINGS

Saturday 22 March.

Annette will take her Sure-fit pants pattern making kit and demonstrate drafting a pattern.  If anyone wishes to draft themselves a pants pattern they may do so.  She will also bring along pattern drafting Vilene.  The pants will be made up at the April meeting.

Iris McCathie, the new publicity officer who is doing such a wonderful job for the Tewantin group, has lent a copy of the Sure-Fit system to the Library in DVD format if anyone wants to borrow it.  

TEWANTIN GROUP MEETINGS

Saturday 26 April.

The topic for this meeting was to be bags, and Vera’s crazy patchwork bathmat.  However, Stephanie who really loves doing bags, will be away that day, and as Vera advised that it would take a full day to do the bathmat, everyone agreed that bags will be transferred to the 31 May meeting.

Vera will bring the bathmat to show everyone on the bus, which is replacing the Tewantin group’s meeting in March.  The list of items needed to make it will be included in the April newsletter.  This is just so that you will all remember what to bring!                                                                       


GETTING THE CREASE RIGHT


GETTING THE CREASE RIGHT

A crease is a vertical line that makes anyone look thinner.  It should go up to crotch level in the back and just below the dart in front.

Crease pants after they are finished because if the side seams are altered, the crease will move.

To make the crease, place finished pants flat on pressing surface with inseams and out seams on top of each other.  The crease should be in centre of leg.  

Press crease with an up and down motion of the iron so fabric wont stretch.

To make the crease more permanent, mix one part vinegar with three parts water.  Spray fabric, crease pants and press, using a press cloth.  

These tips are from Pants for Any Body, and Sewing Secret: Tips and Techniques

TEWANTIN GROUP

Leader

Barbara Hawker
5474  2454

hawk60@bigpond.com
Treasurer

Dot McLellan

5473 0136

remclellan@hotmail.com
Newsletter

Mary Smith

5485 2488

mary_p_smith@bigpond.com 

POMONA GROUP

Leader
Annette Mole

5485 2572

snaz@spiderweb.com.au 

NORTH SUNSHINE COAST AND HINTERLAND REGION.

Regional Organiser

Mary Smith  (see details above)

Treasurer

Elizabeth Smith
5447 6596

PO Box 89
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Prayer of a Stitcher


Please take me by the hand�Lead me to the Promised Land�These hands are creators of fine stitches�Not only made for mending britches


Take my eyes and let me see�They can see beauty and make me free�To give me the means�To draw fine scenes


Take these ears �That enable me to hear�When my friends give advice�To stitch my picture nice


Take these feet�To lead me to where embroiders meet�To shops filled with lovely threads�To stitch my house, my tree, my shed


Give me the will to try�And leave my mark when I die�Of many lovely pictures�Of all sorts of creatures


Give me the ability to be kind�When friends of mine�Come to me with their pictures�To praise their fine stitches


And as I travel to Heaven above�Please let me remember my friends with love�Also please let me take my stitching bag�And I hope I'm remembered as a bit of a wag.��By Carol Le Maitre


Thanks to Iris McCathie for this poem.
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TIPS





Did you know that there is a right and wrong side to polar fleece?  





To determine which is which:





Stretch the fabric crosswise (selvedge to selvedge) the fleece will cur toward the wrong side.





Mark the wrong side with safety pins or magic tape.  (Aust. Stitches Mag. V7N5)














Especially for the Pomona girls:  





TIPS FOR FABULOUS LOOKING 


PANTS.





Linen, or a product called Galway which has the look of linen but does not crease, are flattering pant fabrics in the Queensland climate.  





LENGTH 





Fashion dictates the length but the longer the pant leg, the longer your legs appear.





Narrow leg pants are generally shorter than other leg widths – just below the ankle





Narrow leg  pants can be made longer in the back.





Straight Legs can touch top of shoe in front.





Wide legs can go to just above the  floor.





The height of your heel will effect the finished length.  





Try the pants on with the shoes you plan to wear with them before doing the hem.  





















































A crease is a vertical line that makes anyone look thinner.  It should go up to crotch level in the back and just below the dart in front.





Crease pants after they are finished because if the side seams are altered, the crease will move.





To make the crease, place finished pants flat on pressing surface with inseams and out seams on top of each other.  The crease should be in centre of leg.  























FOR THOSE GOING ON THE BUS TRIP HERE ARE TEN GOOD REASONS TO BUY FABRIC.





It helps to keep the economy going.  It is our patriotic duty to support cotton farmers, textile mills and quilt shops.  





It is less expensive and more fun than psychiatric care.





A sudden increase in the boll weevil might wipe out the cotton crop in the next ten years.





I’m participating in a contest – the one who dies with the most fabric wins.





It keeps without refrigeration.  You don’t have to cook it to enjoy it, you never have to feed it, change it, wipe its nose or walk it.





Like dust its good for protecting previously empty spaces in the house.  Like the ironing board, the laundry hamper or the dining room table.





When the big earthquake comes, all the quilt shops might be swallowed into the ground and never be seen again 





Stress from dealing with the Fabric Control Officer (my husband) made me do it.





It is not immoral, illegal or fattening.  It calms the nerves, gratifies the soul and makes me feel good.





Buy it now, before your husband retires and goes with you on all your shopping expeditions.





		From an earlier edition of Snippets, supplied by Anne Hay
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